
 

 

 

APPENDIX K 

PRIME AND UNIQUE FARMLANDS 

 



 
URS 

Record of Conversation 
Northern Parkway Environmental Assessment  

Project Number 23445412.00350 
Date:    January 15, 2009 Time: 10:15 a.m. 
Recorded by: Lou Maslyk Phone Number: 602-280-8785 
Talked with: Steve Smarik, Environmental 

Coordinator, Farm and Ranch Lands 
Protection 

Affiliation: AZ Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 

Nature of Call (incoming, outgoing, e-mail, visit): Outgoing Phone Call 
 
Reference: 1. EA Section 4.10, Prime and Unique Farmlands 
  2. Status of AZ NRCS Review of the Proposed Northern Parkway Corridor 

3. Status of NRCS-CPA-106 Form Completion (e.g. Conversion Impact Rating for 
Corridor Type Projects)  

 
Details of Conversation: 

1. Call placed to determine status of referenced items to enable URS to complete the referenced EA 
section. 

2. LJM referenced the previous call to Mr. Smarik on the same topic on October 23, 2008. 
3. Mr. Smarik remembered the project and working with Polly Ready to complete the NRSC review in 

August 2008 time frame. 
4. LJM provided the Federal Project Number and the ADOT TRACS Number to help him identify the 

project. 
5. Mr. Smarik looked through his files but could not locate any information about the project or any of the 

items URS provided him.  This included mapping provided to AZ NRCS by URS with each of the three 
proposed alternatives shown. 

6. The objective of the AZ NRCS was to determine the acreage amounts of prime and/or unique 
farmlands, or farmlands of statewide importance. 

7. The AZ NRCS prepared Form NRCS-CPA-106, Farmland Impact Rating for Corridor Type Projects in 
conjunction with URS.  URS finalized the form and sent it to Mr. Smarik for his signature on August 
25, 2008, but Mr. Smarik did not respond. 

8. Mr. Smarik stated that the NRCS has 90 days to act on a Form NRCS-CPA-106.  If no response is 
forthcoming, Mr. Smarik stated that the agency or proponent of the action may proceed without the 
signed rating form, as the NRCS failed to act within the mandated time frame. 
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