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Ms. Jen Litteral
URS Corporation
7720 N. 16® st.
Suite 100

Phoemx AZ 85020

Re: : Speclal Smtns Species Infomahon for Northem Avenue, Grand Avenue ta State
’ Route 303; l’roposedConvemontnmgh-speed l‘arkway. '

D&arMs Litteral:

The Arizona Game andFlshDepamnent(Depm'nnent)hasrewewedyourreqnwt,datedApnl
21, 2006, regarding special status species. information associated with the- above-referenced
project area. The Department’s Heritage Data Management System (HDMS) has been accessed
and current records show that the special status.species listed on the attachment have been
‘documented as occurring in the project vicinity (2-mile buffer). In addnwn, tlns pro_;ect doesnot
’occurmthevmmltyofanyProposedorDcsngnated Critical Habitats. . -

The Deparlment’s HDMS data are not mtended to mclude potennal dnsuibuuon of special status
species. Arizona is large : auddlversewlthplams, animals, and environmental conditions that are
ever changing. Conse:plently, many areas may contain specm that biologists do not know about
orspemesprevronslynotedmaparhcnlat ared may 1o longeroccln'there Not all of Arizona
has been surveyed for special status species, and surveys ﬂlathavebeenconductedhavevaned
greafly in scope and mtensuy

Making available this mformatlon does not substitute for the Dcpartment’s review of project

 proposals, and should not decrease our opportunities to review and evaluate new project
proposals and sites. TheDepamnentw also concemned about other resource values, such as other
wildlife, including game species, and wildlife-related recreation. The Department would
appreciate the opportunity to provide an evaluation of impacts to wildlife or wildlife habitats
associated with project activities ooclm'mg in the subject area, when specxﬁc details beoome
avaﬂable
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" Ms. Jen Litteral
April 24, 2006
2

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me at (602) 789-3606. General
status information, county and watershed distribution lists and abstracts for some spec:al status
species arealsoavmlableonourwebmteath_j_tgllwww a_\;g&ggv/hdms

Sincerely,

Gingeér L. Ritter
Project Evaluation Program Specialist

SSS:ghr

Attachment

cc:  Rebecca Davidson, Project Evaluation Program Supervisor
- Russ Haughey, Habitat Program Manager, Region VI

AGFD #M06-04244902



" Special Status Species within 2 Miles of Northern Avenue, Grand Avenue to State

Route 303
NAME COMMON NAME ’ ESA USFS BLM STATE

|Rana yavapaiensis |Lowland Leopard Frog o1 sC ] s | | WSC |

No Critical Habitats in project area. AGFD #M06-04244902. Proposed Conversion to High-speed Parkway.

Arizona Game and Fish Department, HerltageDataManagementSyshem April 24, 2006.
Project Evaluation Program.



STATUS DEFINITIONS

ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT (AGFD)
HERITAGE DATA MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (HDMS)

FEDERAL US STATUS

ESA- Endangered Species Act (1973 as amended) T
US Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service { bjc_tg p://arizonaes.fws. gov)

. Listed
- . LE = Listed Endangered: imminent jeopardy of extinction.
“LT = Listed Threatened: immiment jeopardy of becommg Endangered
XN  Experimental Nonessential population.

Proposed for Listing
. PE. Proposed Endangercd.
“. PT - Proposed Threatened. '

Candldate (Notioe of Review: 1999) s :
C  Candidate. Species for which USPW S has s:.d'ﬁclcnt mformatlon on biological vulnerability and
- -threats to support proposals to list as Endangered or Threatened under ESA. However, proposed
* " ‘rules have not yet heen issned because such actions are precluded at present by other listing
. activity.

SC = Speciesof Concem.Thetenns "Specles of Concern" or"Specls atRisk" should be considered as
terms-of-art that describe the entire realm of taxa whose conservation status may be of concernto
the US Fish and Wildlife Service, but neither term has official status (currently all former C2
species). o

Critical Habitat (check with state orregional USFWS ‘office for location details)
Y Yes: Critical Habitat hes been designated.
" P’ Proposed: Critical Habitat has been ptoposed.

[ \NNo Status: certain populations of this taxon do not have designated status (check with state or regional
USFWS office for detai}s about wh1ch popu]anons havc desxgnated st:mm)]

- 'USFS US Forest Service (1999 Amnmls, 1999 Plants: corrected 2000)
us Deparhnent of Agnculmre, Formt Servxoe, Regxon 3 (h_ttp // w.fs. fed.us/r3{)

s - . -Sensitive: those taxa occurring onNahonal Forcstsm Anzona Wthh are consxdered sensitive by
the Reglonal Fomter

N BI_.M us Burean of Land Management (2000 Animals, 2000 Plams) , -
US Department of - Imterior, Burcau of Land Management, Arizona  State Office
(hitp://azwww,az blm.gov)

SRR L .,Sensmve those taxa occurring on BIM Fleld Office Lands in Anzona which are consxdered
o ' sensmVebytheAnzmaSmteOfﬁce

P Population: only those populations of Banded Gila monster (Heloderma smpectum cinctum) that

occur north and west of the Colorado River, are considered sensitive by the Arizona State Office.



Status Definitions S T ~ AGFD, HDMS

TRIBAL STATUS .

NESL Navajo Endangered Species List (2000}
Navajo Nation, Navajo Fish and Wwildlife Department

(http:/fvww heritage.tnc. or@b,p/uslnava;o/esl.hmﬁ_)

- The Navajo Endangered Species List contains taxa with status fronithe entire Navajo Nation which includes parts
of Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico. In-this notebook we provide NESL status for- only those taxa whose
distribution mcludw part or all of the Arwona porhon of the Navajo Natlou

Groups
. 1
2

3

Those species or subspecxes that no longer occur on the Navajo Nataon _

Any species or subspecies which isin dangcr of bemg eliminated fromallora sxgmﬁcant portion
of its range on the Navajo Nation.

Any species or subspecies which is likely to become an endangered species, within the foreseeable

+future, throughout all or a significant portion of its range on the Navajo Nation.
. Any species:or subspecies for which the Navajo Fish and Wildlife Department (NF&WD) does
.-not currently have sufficient information to support their being listed in Group 2 or Group 3 but
. has reason to consider them. The NF&WD will actively seck information on these species to

. detenmeﬂtheywmntmclmmnmadlﬁ'emtgmmormmvalﬁomthehst.

MEX Mexican Federal Endangered Species List (October 16,2000) %

MEXICAN STATUS

Proyecto de Norma Oficial Mexicana. PROY-NOM—059—ECOL—2000

The Mexican Federal Endangered Species List comm taxa thh status from the entire Mexican Repubhc and
waters under its jurisdiction. In this notebook we provxde MEX dmlgnat:ons for only those m occturing in

Anzona and also in Mexico.
P En Peligro de Extincién (Determined Endangered in Mexico) in danger of extinction.
A Amenazada (Determined Threatened in Mexico): could become endangered if factors musmg
‘Tabitat deterioration or population decline continue.
Pr Sujeta a Proteccion Especial (Determined Subject to Specnal Protect:on in Menco) utilization
. limited duetoredwedpopulatlons, restricted distribution, or ta favor recovery and conservaﬁon
" of the taxon or associated taxa.
E Probablemente extinta en el medio silvestre (Probably extinetin the wild of Mexico): A native

spemoswhosemdmdualsmthcwﬂdlnvedwamwed,basedonperMmtdwumm&hm and

studies that prove it. The only existing individuals of the species are in captmty or outside the

" Mexican temitory.

[ = One or more subspecies of this species has status in Mexico,. buttheHDMS does not frack it at the
subspecies level (most of these subspecies are endemic to Mexxco) Please consult the NORMA Oficial
Mmcana PROY¢NOM-059-ECOL-2000 for details.] C



" Status Definitions 3 . AGFD,HDMS

" STATE:

Plants NPL Arizona Native Plant Law (1999) " ") _ :
Anzona Department of Agriculture ://al 'culture.state az. us/PSD/natlve ; lants htm

- Hs Highly Safeguarded: no collectxon allowed.
SR Salvage Restricted: collection only with permit.”
ER  Export Restricted; transport out of State prohibited.
SA  Salvage Assessed: permits required to remove live trees.
HR Harv&st Restxcmd penmts requlred to remove plant by-products

ceme e Vsl G, et

 Wildlife - WSCA Wildhfe of Specnal Concern in Amona (in prep)
Arizons Gamc and Ftsh Department (lﬁp,/{www azgfd.com)

WSC Wﬂdhfe ofSpecml Coneem in Arizona. Specm whose occurrence in Anzona isormaybein
- -jeopardy, or with kmawn or perceived threats or population declines, as described by the Arizona
" 'Game and Fish Department's listing of Wildlife of Special Concern in Arizona (WSCA, in prep).

" Species mdlcated unprmtouts a3 WSC-+ are cuxrenﬂy the same s those in-Threatened Native
“Wildlife in Arizoria (1988). - )

: u'-'.%. e
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. AGFDHDMS SRR s
J\HDMS\DOCUMEN“NBOOKS\TEMPIATE\EORDEFS\STATDB’ T




Umted States Department of the Intenor
o U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service =~
Arizona Ecological Services Field Office
2321 West Royal Paim Road, Suite 103 "
. Phoenix; Arizona 850214951
» Telephone (602) 242:0210 Fax; (602) 242-2513

“In Reply Refer to:

* ABSO/SE-. . o R
"22410-2006-TA-0400 - * . May4,2006" e

‘M. Jen Litteral

- . URS Corporation

7720 North 16™ Street, Suite 100
Phoenix, Arizona 85020

'. RE: General Information Request for Special Wildlife and Plant Species
. Dear Ms, thteral |

: Thank you for your recent request for information on tbreatened or endangered specles, or those
that are proposed to be listed as such under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as-amended
(Act), which may occur in your project area. The Arizona Ecological Service Field Office has
- posted lists of the endangered, threatened, proposed, and candidate species occurring in each of
" Arizona’s 15counties on the Internet. Please refer to the following web page for species
: infonnaﬁon in the county where your project occurs: hitp:/fwww. fws.gov/arizonaes '

If you do not have access to the Internet or have difficulty obtammg a hst, pl%se contact our
..ofﬁceandwemllmaﬂorfaxyouahstassoonasposslblc ) )

Aﬁer opening the web page, ﬁnd County Species Lists on the main page. Then click on the

- county of interest.. The arrows on the left will guide you through information on specws  that are .

listed, proposed,. candidates, or have conservation agreements. Here - you will find information on

the species status, a physical description, ali counties where the species occurs, habitat, elevation,”

. and some general comments. Additional information can be obtained by going back to the main’

page. On the left side of the screen, click on Document Library, then click on Documents by

" Species, then click on the name of the species of interest to obtain General Species Information,
or other documents that may be available. Click on the Cactus@ icon to view the desired =

document. _

Please note that your project area may not necessarily include all or any of these species. The

information provided includes general descriptions, habitat requirements, and other information

_ for each species on the list: Under the General Species Information, citations for the Federal
Register (FR) are included for each listed and proposed species. The FR is available at most

" Federal depository libraries. This information should assist you in determining which species
may or may not occur within your project area. Site-specific surveys could also be helpful and
may be needed to verify the presence or absence ofaspecle.s orits habﬂatasreqmmdfarthc
evaluation of proposed pro_]ect-related impacts,



" . Ms. Jen Litteral - S ,_ T2

‘Bndangered and threatened species ate protected by Federal law and must be considered prior to
 project development. If the action agency defermines that listed species or critical habitat may be
adversely affected by a federally funded, permiited, or authorized activity, the action agency will

need to request formal consultation with us.’ If the action agency determines that the planned
action may jeopardize a proposed species or destroy or adversely modify proposed critical
habitat, the action agency will need to enter into a section 7 conference. The county list may also
contain candidate or conservation agreement species. Candidate species are those for which
there is sufficient information fo support a proposal for listing; conservation agreement species
are those for which we have entered into an agreement fo protect the species and its habitat. -

_ Although candidate and conservation agreement species have no legal protection under the Act,

we recommend that they be considered in the planning process in the event that they. become

Tisted or proposed for listing prior to project completion. ' ' '

If any proposed action occurs in or near areas with trees and shrubs growing along watercourses,
known as riparian habitat, we recommend the protection of these areas. Riparian arcas are '
critical to biological community diversity and provide linear corridors important to migratory
species. In addition, if the project will result in the deposition of dredged or fill materials into
waterways, we recommend you contact the Army Corps of Bngineers which regulates these
activities under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. : TS

The State of Arizona and some of the Native American Tribes protect some plant and animal
species not protected by Federal law. W¢ recommend you contact the Arizona Game and Fish -
Department and the Arizona Department of Agriculture for State-listed or sensitive species, or -
 contact the appropriate Native American Tribe to determine if sensitive species are protected by
Tribal governments in your project area. We further recommend that you invite the Arizona ..
Game and Pish Department and any Native American Tribes in or near your project area to
participate in your informal or formal Section 7 Consultation process. . Coe
For additional communications regarding this project, please refer to consultation number 22410~
2006-TA-0400. -We appreciate your efforts to identify and avoid impacts to listed and sensitive -
species in your project area. If we may be of further assistance, please feel free to contact Brenda
Smith (928) 226-0614 (xfOl) for projects in Northern Arizona, Debra Bills (602) 242-0210
(x239) for projects in central Arizona and along the Lower Colorado River, and Sherry Barreit .
(520) 670-6150 (x223) for projects in southern Arizona. AR

Simoerely, - . .- .
Dt T S
Steven L. Spangle

FR. Ticld Supervisor

cc: Bob Brocheid, Chief, Habitat Branch, Arizona Game and Fish Department, Phoenix, AZ



	Appendix F, Biological Coordination

	AGFD Coordination

	USFWS Coordination





